
HAVERFORD CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

           Board of Director's Meeting 

October 8, 2013 

 

 

Attending: Tom Wilkinson, President; Hala Imms, Secretary; Lorraine Jones, 

Treasurer; Anne Mezey, Lee Tabas, Tash Duff, Jane Carton, Jeri 

Thompson, Karen Shapiro, Kerstin Humann 

 

Commissioners: Cheryl Gelber, Scott Zelov, Steven Lindner 

 

Excused: Andy Orr 

 

Minutes:  Tom Wilkinson convened the meeting at 7:30 PM 

The minutes from the June meeting were approved. 

The agenda was followed as distributed. 

 

Sharpe Park:  Jane Carton reviewed the great turnout for the Neighbors’ Night Out.  

   Maggie Corcoran attended and took photos for the Main Line Times.   

   Jeri Thompson was thanked for the many raffle items she procured. 

   Anne Mezey helped coordinate the batches for mailing the notices. 

Merion Cricket came through with tables and food. 

Police & Fire teams attended to show support and a ladder truck. 

The Garden Workers and Township worked hard for the cleanup. 

A Caricaturist, Psychic, Face Painter, Balloon Man, and Hot Dog Vendor 

were present and added to the festivities. 

 

Jane reminded the motion earlier in the year to approve a Birdhouse 

periodically as an outreach to the Community for the Park.  We would 

need to defer to the Garden Workers on which type of Birdhouse is best 

for the sanctuary.  Tom Wilkinson offered to buy one birdhouse which 

would be placed in the park.  The dedication could be in 2014.  Lorraine 

suggested a birdhouse addition each year.  

    

 

Treasurer’s Report: Lorraine Jones noted the mailing for Neighbors Night Out and HCA 

Membership totaled 1,000 flyers.  The mailing generated membership for 

86 families, and 3 businesses which equaled $2,200.00 with a breakdown 

as follows; 

  $595.00 – discretion to the HCA 

  $135.00 - Snowflakes for the holiday season in Haverford 

  $1650.00 – Expenses for Neighbors Night Out 



  $480.00 – Income from the Park 

  $5519.00 – HCA’s current account balance. 

  $1325.00 – Install, remove & refurbish. 

 Our balance is higher this year than in previous years. 

 

 Next month we should discuss donations to the Fire and Police Pensions. 

 Lorraine announced she is moving to Delaware County in February so a 

new treasurer will need to be appointed. 

 

Nomination 

New Board Members 

 Tom noted there are 2 openings since Mr. Boudreau resigned and Lorraine 

will be moving.  Kevin Roller is chair for the nominating committee and 

he will get it up and running.   

 Jeri Thompson introduced herself to the Board.  

 

Overview for LMSD 

Increase in enrollment 

Susan Guthrie (PhD in Economics from Harvard University) was our 

guest speaker to discuss the possible increase in enrollment for Lower 

Merion School District and its High Schools.  Susan was on the School 

Board.  She referred to the Main Line Times article discussing the 

expanded School Choice options.  Each High School is currently of 

similar size but the concern was due to 177 additional students and how 

they would be allocated to a specific school to maintain equal 

programming while possible projections of future enrolment from a third 

party company shows an increase and future overcrowding.   

 

Susan distributed several charts; Currently Enrolled in the District vs. 

Projected to be Enrolled by High school Feeder Area and A Cautionary 

Tale: LMSD Enrollment Fluctuation and Capital projects from 1929-2013. 

 

Susan discussed the charts which are attached to these minutes and noted 

she does not know when we are currently at the top but the chart showed 

growth during the baby boom, later during growth in the 70’s when new 

schools were built but enrollment diminished and 4 schools closed a few 

years after construction was completed.  

 

A consultant for LMSD gave a report in May with growth projections as 

noted in the chart.  A Survival Ration Methodology format was used for 

these projections.  Discussion took place hypothesizing where is growth 

coming from which is projected by the consultant vs. Susan Guthries’ 

chart showing this is a “blip” per historical views.   

 

The DAO or District Administrative Office Building would need $4.46 

million to renovate as a school annex and to include a covered walkway.  



Susan suggests the Township wait and see the enrollment trends before 

this construction is approved.  A narrative developed about the DOA being 

a business or commercially zoned building. 

 

An expansion of Choice to a High School – Lower Merion vs. Harriton 

could “lop size” enrollment in each school and impact special programs to 

not be equal.  Scott Zelov pointed out that currently over $30,000 per 

student is already spent.  Cheryl Gelber asked if we could all write to the 9 

school board members with our concerns.  Watch the 9/18 

Communications Meeting and 9/19 Facilities Meeting for more 

information.  

 

There are 4 candidates for 4 positions this year to the School Board slotted 

for Election Day.   

 

 

Commissioners Reports: 

 

Scott Zelov A number of burglaries in the township propelled communication along 

with increased police patrols. 

  

 Carjackings in Radnor and near Beaumont have occurred so always report 

suspicious activities. 

 

 The current township manager announced his retirement so a recruiter has 

been engaged to build a profile and seek candidates.  It is believed the 

compensation package will be dialed back. There is also a vacancy for the 

Assistant Township manager position. 

 

 The proposed 2014 budget projects no Real Estate tax increases. 

 

 November 5 is Election Day. 

   

Cheryl Gelber The community is fighting to keep the R6 line in operation. 

  

It was voted last week the Public Access Television team will be located in 

the basement of the Ludington Library. 

 

The new Whole Foods development in Wynnewood has been approved. 

 

YMCA development is in its preliminary plans for 2,500 sq. ft 

condominiums.  They want an ingress and egress closer to Montgomery 

Ave. but two neighbors are challenging it. 

 

WP Realty and the 7,000 sq ft building for Wynnewood Road to include 

retail is unimaginative.  



 

Dranoff has a dense development for Ardmore with 1 of 2 locations for the 

transit area to include high level platforms, an improved tunnel, parking 

structure and mixed use of buildings for retail and apartments on Cricket 

Ave.   

 

Steve Lindner There was a traffic study at Panmure and old Buck due to the Haverford 

Court Townhomes. 

 

 Haverford Court residents have been ticketed for parking. 

 

 Haverford School parking issues are reminded for the students 

 

 The Athens Ave. project was scaled back 

 

 There is a Merion Fire Co. recruitment drive. 

 

 St. Mary’s church received a Green award for the flowers and garden. 

 

 There is great concern for the frequent power outages in Ardmore. 

 

 The new Rite Aid building application would expand the footprint and 

have a drive thru to empty onto Ardmore Ave.  If they cannot get approval 

they may expand the current location.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:08 pm. 

 

 


