
 

 

HAVERFORD CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

           Board of Director's Meeting 

November 12, 2013 

 

 

Attending: Tom Wilkinson, President; Hala Imms, Secretary; Anne Mezey, Lee 

Tabas, Tash Duff, Jane Carton, Jeri Thompson, George McFarland, 

Kerstin Humann, Susan Buckley 

 

Guests: Susan Howard & Sallie Greenough 

 

Commissioners: Cheryl Gelber, Scott Zelov 

 

Excused: Andy Orr, Lorraine Jones 

 

Minutes:  Tom Wilkinson convened the meeting at 7:30 PM 

The minutes from the October meeting were approved. 

The agenda was followed as distributed. 

 

Treasurers Report:   Lorraine forwarded the balance amount to Tom - $5,639.83 

 

Sharpe Park:  Susan Howard and Sallie Greenough from the Garden Workers who care  

   Sharpe Park came to the meeting.   

 

Susan explained the proposed Birdhouses should not be too fancy or will 

be stolen and she showed photos.  Jane felt the birdhouses should be 

woodsy and casual, wanting more houses for nests and feeders.  Billy 

Chandlee makes block like birdhouses that are not fancy or expensive and 

photos were shown.  Cheryl suggested maybe the Boy Scouts would do a 

community project and build birdhouses for the park.  Any feeders and 

birdhouses should be in concrete for stability.  Possibly a birdbath could 

also be installed.  Tom said he would speak with his friends at the Cape 

May Bird Conservatory.   

 

Susan noted the park looks great and a prison band worked all day with 15 

men and some township personnel making the huge progress and the 

hardest part is staying ahead of the maintenance to the park.  Scott noted 

several of the township parks have prison crews several times a year.  The 

Haverford School will sometimes send their students to work in the park.   

 

Sallie would like to allocate some of the monies for maintenance or plants 

contributed by HCA.  The 1st work day will be in April and Susan would 



 

 

like volunteers.  She can forward dates to us so they are posted on the 

website.  Chris Leswing of Building and Planning Dept. for the township 

has contact for plants via grants.  Dave D’Angeles is the Park Supervisor 

and has assisted.  Tom made a resolution for Fan and February to be 

budgeted for Sharpe Park. 

 

Federation Report Susan Guthrie attended the most recent Federation Meeting to discuss the 

issue of Choice for Lower Merion Schools. The Choice zone allows a 

selection of either high school.  The Walk Zone surrounds each high 

school by one mile. The Choice zone is larger and there has been 

litigation.   

 

 The Federation should allow more time for each Association to comment 

or decide.  Anne noted she cannot vote for HCA if it cannot be discussed 

at our meeting.  Only Civic Associations in good standing can vote, 

Rosemont and Villanova have not paid their dues.  Scott said there is a 

structural problem with the process since the Federation meets the 2nd 

Monday of each month and HCA meets on the 2nd Tuesday, other Civics 

also meet too soon.  Kevin Murphy from Merion is not the Federation 

president.  

 

 Motion made by Karen Shapiro to pay the $85 in dues to the Federation, 

2nd by Kerstin Humann, motion passed.  

 

Planning Year End L. Martin Miller is a candidate for the board.  Kevin Roller is the chair to 

identify candidates and any can assist.   

 

 End of the year meeting and Board nominations will be 12/9 with time 

TBD.  It was discussed to possibly have the event at Du Jour since they 

supported the HCA.   

 

 Maybe we will invite the Haverford College President to our Jan. meeting.  

 

Commissioners Reports: 

 

Scott Zelov There will be a meeting Thursday 11/14 at the Township building and is 

open to all.  The Police will present the number of burglaries and have a Q 

& A with the homeowners 

 

 There will be utility work on Old Gulph, Ivy, Grays and Millbrook with 

new water and gas mains.  The work will be between 9am and 3pm.  There 

should be men with flags to direct traffic. 

 

 Last week the committee met to discuss management benefits for the staff 

based on a detailed report.  None of the recommendations were approved 

with close votes to change the deferred compensation plan and reduce it 



 

 

from 7% to 3% for new employees only.  Next week the Board will vote.  

The salaries are above the median but excessive benefits are out of line.  

Resumes are accepted till 11/21, so far there are 35 candidates for the open 

positions. 

 

 20 Booth Lane has elevation issues and the design does not keep with the 

rest of the neighborhood so they were not approved.  The 2 garages are on 

Booth Lane and the school bus stop plus walking traffic for Haverford 

School could have safety impact.  It was suggested a 20mph speed limit 

for the neighborhood as on Mulberry Lane be discussed with LM Police. 

 

 Woodside and Montgomery Ave has 4 townhomes and 2 have already 

sold.  It is being developed by Cutler.  The entrance is off Woodside, they 

are listed for less than 1 million and there is a choice for a loft and 

elevator. 

 

 There is no real estate tax increase proposed for the 3rd year in a row due 

to the collection of business taxes and some township positions not filled.  

Scott had suggested if the budget has unfilled positions it should be 

removed so it cannot be filled in the future.  Cheryl commented how some 

positions have been open for a long time so they are not needed. 

 Overall salary increases to the township employees will be 2.75%.  Scott 

would like to see more of a merit pay increase which Cheryl had made a 

motion so salary increases would be more of an incentive and not 

entitlement. 

   

Cheryl Gelber The historic commission has an open position. 

 

 The advertisements for a new township manager are more focused on 

business experience vs. government to promote more of a variety of 

candidates.  

   

 Suburban Square plans a retail parking expansion via a garage by Urban 

Outfitters.  It is complicated since Suburban Square is 3 different parcels.  

 

 Giant on Wynnewood Road is buying a gas station and will be offering 

discounts. 

 

 De Bruno Bros. backed out of the old Food Source site. 

 

 DSW is moving to Wynnewood shopping center by Borders and Mad Mex 

will be on the 1st floor 

 

 The new Whole Foods will be 5,000 sq ft and includes a pub with liquor 

license.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 



 

 

 

 


